INCREASINGLY over the past fifteen years the extensive and detailed studies on the pathology of the placenta by Dr. Harold Fox, now Professor of Reproductive Pathology in the University of Manchester, have been known to workers in this field. These studies have done much to stimulate interest in this important, but still neglected, subject where access to he diffuse and varied literature remains difficult. This well illustrated text describes the individual abnormalities and also the overall pattern of placental disturbances. It presents not only a complete but also a clear and balanced review of the extensive literature very skillfully incorporated in the text and with the author's own views clearly expressed. Pathologists who are prepared to make a careful study of this neglected organ will find here a highly reliable guide.
The development and structure and the physiology of the organ are briefly dealt with in single chapters. There is merit in not confusing the pathologist by considerations of the widely varied anatomy of the placenta in different animals, but today, when many are far too quick to extrapolate obscrvations made in animals to man, some warning of these really enormous differences might still be useful in a book which will become a definitive and authoritative text.
J.E.M.
